	20:06:53:55.  Approval of independent review organizations. The director shall approve independent review organizations eligible to be assigned to conduct external reviews pursuant to this chapter. In order to be eligible for approval by the director under this section to conduct external reviews pursuant to this chapter an independent review organization, except as otherwise provided in §§ 20:06:53:55 and 20:06:53:56, shall be accredited by a nationally recognized private accrediting entity that the director has determined has independent review organization accreditation standards that are equivalent to or exceed the minimum qualifications for independent review organizations established pursuant to §§ 20:06:53:57 to 20:06:53:62, inclusive; and

	Any independent review organization wishing to be approved to conduct external reviews pursuant to this chapter shall submit an application form as prescribed by the director and include with the form all documentation and information necessary for the director to determine if the independent review organization satisfies the minimum qualifications established pursuant to §§ 20:06:53:57 to 20:06:53:62, inclusive.

	The director may approve independent review organizations that are not accredited by a nationally recognized private accrediting entity if there are no acceptable nationally recognized private accrediting entities providing independent review organization accreditation.
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