	20:10:32:15.  Rural service area -- Additional service obligations. If a telecommunications company is seeking authority to provide local exchange service in the service area of a rural telephone company, the company shall satisfy the service requirements imposed on eligible telecommunications carriers pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1) (September 10, 1998) and applicable federal regulations. After notice and opportunity for hearing, these service requirements shall be imposed on the alternative local service provider throughout a geographic area as determined by the commission, unless a waiver is granted pursuant to § 20:10:32:18. The local service provider seeking authority in the rural service area shall be required to meet the eligible telecommunications carrier service requirements within 24 months after the later of:

	(1)  The date of the commission's order granting the provider a certificate of authority to provide local exchange services; or

	(2)  The date of the commission order approving any agreements for resale, interconnection, or network elements that are necessary for the provider to provide its local exchange services.  The 24 month time requirement may be extended by the commission if good cause is shown.
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