	20:10:32:18.  Waiver of eligible telecommunications carrier service requirements. A telecommunications company seeking authority to provide local exchange services in the service area of a rural telephone company may petition the commission for a waiver from having to satisfy the eligible telecommunications service requirements as set forth in 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1) (September 10, 1998) and applicable federal regulations. The commission may grant the waiver if, after notice and opportunity for hearing, it is determined by the commission that granting the waiver does not adversely impact universal service, that quality of service shall continue, and that it is in the public interest. The telecommunications company requesting the waiver shall have the burden to prove by a preponderance of the evidence that granting the waiver is consistent with these standards.
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