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The one hundred twentieth meeting of the South Dakota Code Commission was called to order by  
Vice Chair Margaret Gillespie at 2:00 p.m. CDT, June 20, 2018, in Conference Room #3 of the 
Ramkota Hotel, Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  
 

A quorum was determined with the following members answering the roll call: Commissioners Margaret 
Gillespie (Vice Chair), Tom Lee, and Arthur Rusch. Commissioners Michael De Mersseman (Chair) and Mike 
Stevens were excused. 
 

Staff member present was Doug Decker, Code Counsel. 
 
Others present were Jim Scott and Nickie Nielson of Thomson Reuters; Lila Hambleton of Thomson 
Reuters participated by telephone.  
 

All material distributed at the meeting is attached to the original minutes on file in the Legislative Research 
Council (LRC). For the purpose of continuity, these minutes are not necessarily in chronological order.  
 

Approval of Minutes 
 
Commissioner Lee moved, seconded by Commissioner Rusch, to approve the minutes of the January 17, 
2018, meeting. Motion prevailed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 
Review of West Publishing Contract  

 
The Commission discussed the contract for the publication of the Code with West, a Thomson Reuters 
Company. The revised contract to replace the 2003 original contract and the subsequent addendums was 
reviewed. Mr. Jim Scott, Thomson Reuters, was present to discuss the revised contract and answer any 
questions from the Commission. The revised contract contains a slight increase in the cost for a 
subscription to the Code from the previous contract, due to the increase in the Producer Price Index for 
Technical, Scientific and Professional Book Publishing. The increase was in line with the Index. 
 
Commissioner Lee moved, seconded by Commissioner Rusch, to approve the revised contract and 
contract extension with West for one year. Motion prevailed on a roll call vote with 3 ayes. Voting aye: 
Gillespie, Lee, and Rusch. Excused: DeMersseman and Stevens. Vice Chair Gillespie signed the revised 
contract. 
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Consideration of Replacement Volumes 
 
Ms. Lila Hambleton, West Publishing, Thomson Reuters, discussed the annual review for replacement 
volumes. An informational table was provided showing each volume of the Code and the number of pages 
in each volume's pocketpart (Document 1). The information was used to identify which volumes of the 
Code should be reprinted to include the amended statutes in its pocketpart in the main volume. The 
Commission identified three volumes for reprinting. 
 
Commissioner Lee moved, seconded by Commissioner Rusch, that volumes 1, 8, and 9 be reprinted. 
Motion prevailed on a roll call vote with 3 ayes. Voting aye: Gillespie, Lee, and Rusch. Excused: 
DeMersseman and Stevens. 
 

Library References 
 

Ms. Nickie Nielson, Thomson Reuters, provided notice to the Commission of the West editorial revision 
to the Code regarding the term "Library References". The language will no longer be part of the Code as 
references are obsolete, misleading, or not helpful. West is deleting "Library References" in all of its 
products. The Commission expressed their appreciation for the update. 
 

Rules of Professional Conduct 
 

Members were advised that the South Dakota Supreme Court recently updated the Rules of Professional 
Conduct. The Ethics Committee of the State Bar of South Dakota has also reviewed and revised the 
comments to the Rules of Professional Conduct.  
 
Commissioner Rusch moved, seconded by Commissioner Lee, that the comments to the Rules of 
Professional Conduct be included as part of the Code of Professional Conduct. Motion prevailed 
unanimously on a voice vote.  
 

Other Business 
 

Mr. Wenzel Cummings, Legislative Attorney, Legislative Research Council, provided an update on the 
agency's project to review, revise, and upgrade the bill drafting process to improve efficiency. A task force 
of LRC staff has been studying the current process from the initial request for a bill draft through 
circulation, the committee process, floor action, and final disposition. The goal of the review is to identify 
duplicative actions and technology issues that could be updated to streamline the process. 
  

Adjournment 
 
Commissioner Rusch moved, seconded by Commissioner Lee, to adjourn. Motion prevailed unanimously 
on a voice vote.  
 
Vice Chair Gillespie adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
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