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The one hundred twenty-fourth meeting of the South Dakota Code Commission was called to order 
by Vice Chair Margaret Gillespie at 2:07 p.m. CT, September 10, 2019, in Room 363 of the State 
Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota.  
 

A quorum was determined with the following members answering the roll call: Commissioners Margaret 
Gillespie (Vice Chair), Doug Decker, Steven Haugaard, Tom Lee, and Arthur Rusch. All commissioners 
with the exception of Decker and Lee participated by telephone.  
  

Staff members present were Wenzel Cummings, Code Counsel, and Kelly Thompson, Senior Legislative 
Secretary. 
 
All material distributed at the meeting is attached to the original minutes on file in the Legislative Research 
Council (LRC). For purposes of continuity, these minutes are not necessarily in chronological order.  
 

Approval of Minutes 
 
Commissioner Rusch moved, seconded by Commissioner Decker, that the June 19, 2019, meeting 
minutes be approved. Motion prevailed on a roll call vote with 5 ayes. Voting aye: Gillespie, Decker, 
Haugaard, Lee, and Rusch.  
 

Election of Chair and Vice Chair 
 

Commissioner Lee nominated current Vice Chair Gillespie for the position of Chair of the Code 
Commission. The nomination was seconded by Commissioner Decker. Commissioner Gillespie was 
elected on a roll call vote with 4 ayes. Voting aye: Decker, Haugaard, Lee, and Rusch. Abstained: 
Gillespie. 
 
Commissioner Gillespie proposed that a Vice Chair be elected at the February meeting as the election was 
not noted on today's agenda. Mr. Wenzel Cummings, Code Counsel, LRC, advised that a document was 
pending with West Publishing, Thompson Reuters which requires the notation of the commission's Chair 
and Vice Chair. It was decided to elect a Vice Chair at the current meeting. 
 
Commissioner Decker nominated Commissioner Lee for the position of Vice Chair of the Code 
Commission. The nomination was seconded by Commissioner Rusch. Commissioner Lee was elected on a 
roll call vote with 4 ayes. Voting aye: Decker, Gillespie, Haugaard, and Rusch. Abstained: Lee. 
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Update on Legislative Research Council LawMaker Project 
 

Mr. Cummings told members the project has progressed to the testing stage for LRC staff and legislators. 
Training is currently being provided on the bill drafting software. The project, from research to conception 
to testing, has been underway for 18 months. 
 
Ms. Hilary Carruthers, IT Support Specialist, LRC, provided an overview of the MyLRC+ product. MyLRC+ 
will be utilized by staff and legislators and is an enhanced version of the MyLRC dashboard currently 
available to the public. A test group of lawmakers is using the updated, exclusive use system to receive 
bill drafts from LRC staff and to request bill sponsorships from other legislators. The test environment will 
switch to a live product in the coming weeks. Required training for all legislators begins in November with 
seven sessions being held in Aberdeen, Pierre, Rapid City, and Sioux Falls. 
 
Commissioner Lee asked if West Publishing had provided feedback on the new system. Ms. Carruthers 
said they could be approached for comments. 
 
Commissioner Rusch noted he had received sponsorship requests from legislators as part of the test 
process. He wondered if users would select specific legislators to receive such requests or just select 
everyone, thereby increasing legislators' email traffic. Ms. Carruthers advised that the interactive 
dashboard should help to reduce email notifications. Pending requests will appear on each legislator's 
dashboard where they will have the option of accepting or declining the request. 
 
The electronic sponsorship requests will replace the hard copy sponsorship sheets that were previously 
circulated among legislators to get bill sponsors. Commissioner Rusch commented that there is an 
advantage to actually talking to other lawmakers about your bill and the dashboard misses that 
opportunity. Ms. Carruthers replied that legislators are encouraged to continue those one-on-one 
conversations; the dashboard is simply a means to make the actual bill sponsorship process more efficient. 
 
Commissioner Decker inquired about how section numbers and catchlines will be handled in the new 
system. Mr. Cummings said some decisions remain to be made in those areas. 
 
Commissioner Gillespie asked for more information on the testing process. Ms. Carruthers explained that 
a test group of 10 to 20 legislators was formed to determine if the new system was intuitive, easy to 
understand, met their needs in terms of the legislative process, and worked correctly. Responding to 
Commissioner Gillespie's concerns over email traffic for legislators and staff, Ms. Carruthers said 
lawmakers initially will receive notifications reminding them to log in to their dashboard to get them 
accustomed to checking it on a regular basis. Once the system is fully operational, it may be possible to 
allow legislators to opt out of receiving these notifications. 
 

Digitization of the South Dakota Codified Law 
 
In 2016, the Code Commission authorized the South Dakota State Library to digitize the South Dakota 
Codified Law and make it available on the library website (Document 1). Statutes not yet digitized are only 
available as hard copies from the LRC office. 
 

https://sdlegislature.gov/docs/interim/2019/documents/DCOD09102019.pdf
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Mr. Cummings requested authorization from the Code Commission for the State Library to publish 
archived versions of the code from 2003 to the present to make the resources available to a wider 
audience.  
 
Commissioner Rusch asked if the 2016 motion requiring a disclaimer noting that the digitized code 
represented historical not current law had been acted upon. Mr. Cummings said he was unsure but would 
recommend it be included with this authorization. 
 
Commissioners Decker and Rusch requested clarification on what specific information is digitized in this 
project. Mr. Cummings replied the session laws, archived version of the code, and published pocket parts. 
 
Ms. Sue Cichos, Deputy Director, LRC, provided some background on the digitization project. In 2015, the 
LRC collapsed its library resources and explored the possibility of digitizing the hard volume records on its 
own. As the State Archives was digitizing large amounts of state records, it was determined to have them 
digitize the legislative documents as opposed to LRC doing it itself. The LRC now links to the digitized code 
on the State Library website and does not archive those records on its own site. They are at the point in 
the project at which they are ready to start working on records from 2003 to the present time. 
 
Commissioner Rusch wondered if the library needed immediate permission to continue or if the decision 
could wait until the commission's February meeting. Ms. Cichos said the timing is more important to LRC 
than to the library and she had no concerns about waiting until then if that would make commissioners 
more comfortable. 
 
Commissioner Gillespie said while the group wants to follow the direction from the Executive Board on 
this issue, it was also important for commissioners to learn more about the project and discuss it further 
before giving authorization.  
 
Commissioner Rusch moved, seconded by Commissioner Decker, that action on the request to proceed 
with the digitization be deferred to February 2020 and representatives from the South Dakota State 
Library be invited to attend the February meeting to provide more information on the project. Motion 
prevailed on a roll call vote with 5 ayes. Voting aye: Decker, Gillespie, Haugaard, Lee, and Rusch.  
 

Staff Direction 
 

Mr. Cummings advised commissioners that LRC will be upgrading its access to the Westlaw online services 
provided through Thomson Reuters. The move will allow LRC staff to take advantage of new research tools 
and expand access for certain legislators to information beyond South Dakota. Once the Executive Board 
has allocated funds for the upgrade, the Code Commission will need to sign the updated contract.  
 
The date of the Commission's next meeting is pending. 
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Adjournment 
 
Commissioner Lee moved, seconded by Commissioner Decker, to adjourn. Motion prevailed on a roll call 
vote with 5 ayes. Voting aye: Decker, Gillespie, Haugaard, Lee, and Rusch.  
 
Chair Gillespie adjourned the meeting at 3:02 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All committee agendas, minutes, and audio are available on the LRC website: http://www.sdlegislature.gov. Live committee audio is provided by South Dakota Public 
Broadcasting and is also available at http://www.sd.net. You may subscribe to electronic delivery of agendas and minutes at My LRC on the LRC website.  

http://www.sdlegislature.gov/
http://www.sd.net/

