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The second interim meeting of the 2019 State-Tribal Relations Committee was called to order by 
Representative Shawn Bordeaux at 10:00 a.m. (MT) on Wednesday, December 18, 2019 in the Lincoln 
Room of the Best Western Ramkota Hotel, Rapid City, South Dakota. 
 
A quorum was determined with the following members answering roll call: Senators Red Dawn Foster, 
Troy Heinert, Phil Jensen, Lance Russell, and Jordan Youngberg (via phone); and Representatives Shawn 
Bordeaux, Steven Haugaard, Peri Pourier, and Tamara St. John. Representative Steve Livermont was 
excused.  
 
The staff member present was Alex Timperley, Legislative Attorney. 
 
NOTE: For the purpose of continuity, the following minutes are not necessarily in chronological order. Also, all 
referenced documents distributed at the meeting are attached to the original minutes on file in the Legislative 
Research Council office. This meeting was web cast live. The archived web cast is available on the LRC website at 
sdlegislature.gov.  
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion was made by Representative Haugaard, seconded by Senator Heinert, to approve the minutes of the 
State-Tribal Relations meeting held Tuesday, November 12, 2019. The motion prevailed by voice vote. 

 
Opening Remarks 

 
Representative Shawn Bordeaux welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 
A motion was made by Senator Heinert, seconded by Representative Bordeaux, to add a presentation by the 
Rapid City Indian Boarding School Lands Project to the agenda in the afternoon. The motion prevailed by voice 
vote. 
 

Native Education 
 
Ms. Sarah Pierce, Mr. Matt Kull, and Mr. Ross Garelick-Bell, South Dakota Education Equity Coalition, presented 
on the issue of native education. Ms. Pierce said that there is an achievement gap in schools. She voiced support 
for legislation that would establish Oceti Sakowin charter schools in South Dakota. She noted that Oceti Sakowin 
charter schools would integrate language and culture into the schools, but the schools would be inclusive to 
anyone who wished to attend.  
 
Mr. Kull noted that charter school legislation has been passed in other states and that the recommended 
legislation (Document 1) is based on these other states.  
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Mr. Garelick-Bell noted that under the proposal the charter schools would not take state dollars without school 
district approval. A charter school applicant would apply to the local school district. If the school district 
disapproves the charter school applicant can seek state dollars through the Department of Education. If approved, 
public funds would follow the student. 
 
Committee members suggested a change to section four of the proposal that would extend certification to those 
without a teaching degree for persons who have other significant, beneficial experience. 
 
A motion was made by Senator Foster, seconded by Senator Heinert, that the committee recommend the draft 
titled "to provide for the creation and funding of Oceti Sakowin charter schools" with changes made to section 4 
of the draft in accordance with comments made by the committee regarding teacher certification. Motion 
prevailed on a roll call vote with 8 voting AYE and 2 excused. Voting AYE: Bordeaux, Haugaard, Pourier,            
St. John, Foster, Heinert, Jensen, and Youngberg. Excused: Livermont and Russell. 
 

Proposal Regarding Oil Pipelines 
 

Mr. Garelick-Bell discussed a draft proposal to allocate funds if there was an oil spill in the state. He believed that 
there are financial and environmental concerns even with current safeguards. The proposal was brought up 
because of oil spill events in other states.  
 
A motion was made by Senator Foster, seconded by Representative Pourier, that the committee recommend the 
draft titled "to establish a pipeline liability fund, to authorize a special fee for extraordinary expenses, and 
make a continuous appropriation therefore". 
 
A substitute motion was made by Senator Youngberg, seconded by Representative St. John, that the committee 
make no recommendation on the draft titled "to establish a pipeline liability fund, to authorize a special fee for 
extraordinary expenses, and make a continuous appropriation therefore" and instead invite the Governor to 
discuss the proposal with the committee. Substitute motion failed on a roll call vote with 3 voting AYE, 3 voting 
NAY, and 1 excused. Voting AYE: Haugaard, St. John, and Youngberg. Voting NAY: Bordeaux, Pourier, Foster, 
Heinert, Jensen, and Russell. Excused: Livermont. 
 
The substitute motion having failed, the committee considered the original motion to recommend the draft 
titled "to establish a pipeline liability fund, to authorize a special fee for extraordinary expenses, and make a 
continuous appropriation therefore". The motion prevailed on a roll call vote with 8 voting AYE, 1 voting NAY, 
and 1 excused. Voting AYE: Bordeaux, Haugaard, Pourier, Foster, Heinert, Jensen, Russell, and Youngberg. 
Voting NAY: St. John. Excused: Livermont. 
 

Proposal Regarding the Dakota Removal Act 
 

Mr. Garelick-Bell presented on a proposal for a resolution to request that Congress amend the Dakota Removal 
Act. He noted that the draft did not contain the portion of the resolution that was considered during the 2019 
session which had concerned some legislators. 
 
A motion was made by Senator Heinert, seconded by Senator Foster, to recommend the draft resolution titled 
"Supporting the repeal of the Sioux-Dakota Removal Act." The motion prevailed on a roll call vote with 6 voting 
AYE, 3 voting NAY, and 1 excused. Voting AYE: Bordeaux, Haugaard, Pourier, Foster, Heinert, and Youngberg. 
Voting NAY: St. John, Jensen, and Russell. Excused: Livermont. 
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Indian Relay Racing 
 

Mr. Calvin Ghostbear gave a presentation on Indian Relay Racing. He showed a video of the different Indian Relay 
Racing events that have taken place across the United States. South Dakota has thirteen relay teams that are a 
part of this organization. The relays give the youths who participate in them positive experiences and assist in 
identity development. The number of youths participating has increased each year that these events have gone 
on. The organization was hoping for tribal and state support for the relay races to give funds to participants and 
workers to keep up with the growth of the races. 
 
It was noted during the committee meeting that there is no longer pari-mutuel racing happening in the state and 
that in the prior session money was given to pari-mutuel racing that was not used. 
 
A motion was made by Senator Russell, seconded by Senator Heinert, that the committee on appropriations 
consider whether funds that had been allocated to pari-mutuel racing in the past session (SB 128) could be 
allocated to Indian Relay Racing. The motion prevailed on a roll call vote with 7 voting AYE, 1 voting NAY, and 2 
excused. Voting AYE: Bordeaux, Pourier, St. John, Foster, Heinert, Jensen, and Russell. Voting NAY: Haugaard. 
Excused: Livermont and Youngberg. 
 

Lakota Children's Memorial 
 
Ms. Laura Armstrong gave a presentation on the history behind the Rapid City boarding school that was operating 
roughly a hundred years ago. There were penalties if a native child was not sent to the boarding school. The 
children at these boarding schools had high mortality rates due to lack of health care and the high number of 
escape attempts. The school did not keep good records so some of the names and numbers of children involved 
remains uncertain. She works for the Rapid City Indian Boarding School Lands Project which is assisting in 
remembering the children who have died and is setting up a memorial walk at the location of the unmarked 
graves. 
 
 

Native American Day Commemoration 
 
Mr. Lynn Hart gave testimony regarding the thirtieth anniversary of Native American Day. He gave testimony 
about his involvement with the initial recognition of Native American day and his work with Governor Mickelson. 
He believes that recognizing Native American Day was important because education creates reconciliation. 
 
Representative St. John presented on the plans being made for celebrating the Thirtieth Anniversary of Native 
American Day in Pierre. 
 
A motion was made by Foster, seconded by Heinert, to recommend the draft commemoration titled 
"recognizing the thirtieth anniversary of Native American Day." The motion prevailed on a roll call vote with 9 
voting AYE and one excused. Voting AYE: Bordeaux, Haugaard, Pourier, St. John, Foster, Heinert, Jensen, 
Russell, and Youngberg. Excused: Livermont. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Representative Haugaard and seconded by Senator Foster. The motion 
prevailed by a voice vote. 


