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Vision 
Healthy People – Healthy Communities – Healthy South Dakota 
 
Mission 
To promote, protect and improve the health of every South Dakotan 
 
Guiding Principles 
Serve with integrity and respect    Eliminate health disparities    Demonstrate leadership and accountability    Focus on prevention 
and outcomes    Leverage partnerships    Promote innovation 
 
Strategic Goals 
 Improve the quality, accessibility, and effective use of healthcare  
 Support life-long health for South Dakotans 
 Prepare for, respond to, and prevent public health threats 
 Develop and strengthen strategic partnerships to improve public health 
 Maximize the effectiveness and strengthen infrastructure of the Department of Health 
 
 
Access to Preventive Care 
Increase the percent of South Dakota adults who have visited a doctor for a routine check-up within the past 2 years from 80.1% in 
2014 to 84% by 2020 
 

South Dakota Percent South Dakota 2020 Target U.S. Percent 
85.9% 
(2018) 

84% 88.0% 
(2018) 

 

 
 
Infant Mortality 
Reduce the 5-year infant mortality rate from 6.9 per 1,000 births in 2010-2014 to 6.0 by 2020 
 

South Dakota Rate South Dakota 2020 Target U.S. Rate 
6.3 

(2014-2018) 
6.0 5.8 

(2017) 
 

Infant Mortality Disparity, South Dakota, 2014-2018 
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Childhood Immunizations 
Increase the percent of children aged 19-35 months who receive recommended vaccinations from 76.3% in 2014 to 80% by 2020  
 

South Dakota Percent South Dakota 2020 Target U.S. Percent 
74.7% 
(2017) 

80.0 70.4% 
(2017) 

 

 
 
Smoking 
Reduce the percentage of adults that currently smoke from 18.6% in 2014 to 14.5% by 2020 
 

South Dakota Percent South Dakota 2020 Target U.S. Percent 
19.0% 
(2018) 

14.5% 16.1% 
(2018) 

 
Adult Smoking Prevalence, 2012-2018 

 
 
 
Suicide 
Reduce the suicide crude death rate for South Dakota from 17.8 per 100,000 in 2012-2016 to 16.0 per 100,000 by 2016-2020 
 

South Dakota Rate South Dakota 2020 Target U.S. Rate 
19.3 

(2014-2018) 
16.0 14.5 

(2017) 
 
 

South Dakota Resident Crude Death Rates Due to Suicide, 2014-2018 
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