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OVERVIEW OF AERONAUTICS

• SDDOT does more than just highway and 
bridges

• Commission responsibilities and functions
• Departmental activities
• Construction budget spent each year on 

airport improvements



Division of Finance & Management

• Accounting
• Aeronautics
• Rail 
• Transit
• Local Government Assistance



Aeronautics Commission

• 7 member Board
• Appointed by Governor to a five year term
• Members

– Larry Nelson (chairman), Buron Lindbloom 
(vice chairman), Mike Ball, Skip VanDerhule, 
Jack Mitchell, Richard Peterson, Larry 
Vetterman



DOT shall perform all the functions 
of the Commission except:

• Advisory with respect to programs 
associated with the commission

• Special budgetary functions defined
• Quasi-legislative and quasi-judicial 

functions



AERONAUTICS FUNDING

• Federal funding
• State funding
• Local match
• Expenditures



OUTDATED LAWS

• Many laws antiquated 
• Some date back to late 1930’s
• In some instances, law no longer reflect 

current practices



CHAPTER CITES

• Aeronautics contained in South Dakota 
law Chapters 50-1 through 50-14



NEXT STEPS

• Prepare draft of changes to current 
aeronautics law 

• Solicit comments and input from interested 
parties

• Individuals, organizations and associations
• Provide draft to this legislative committee



SCHEDULE

• Next Legislative Committee Meeting is 
scheduled for October 13 & 14, 2009

• Progress report at that time
• Draft legislation by 2010 session



EXAMPLES OF LAWS 
NEEDING REVIEW RESULTING 
IN AMENDMENTS OR REPEAL

(laws are paraphrased in the 
following examples)



• 50-2-2.1 Commission may adopt rules 
for air instruction, navigation facilities and 
intrastate airlines.



• 50-2-3 Requires an Aeronautics 
Commission biannual report to the 
Governor.



• 50-2-14 Aeronautics Commission 
shall perform rescue work for pilots or 
passengers in lost or crashed aircraft.



• 50-4-9,10 &11 These are old laws 
(some from the 60’s) where the legislature 
“finds it is necessary for development of 
the State’s economy in the jet age.” The 
laws talk about a South Dakota Airline 
Authority. 



• 50-10-3 Directs the Aeronautics 
Commission to develop airport approach 
plans.



• In general, many current laws establish 
programs no longer used or provide authority to 
the Aeronautics Commission which has been 
preempted by the FAA.

• Navigational equipment
• FAA Airman’s Certificate
• Regulation of common carriers
• Approval of private airports
• Pilot registration and photo identification


