
 

 

November 13, 2019 

 

Dear Senator Gary Cammack, 

We are writing in regard to property tax assessments and our concerns with the current system that is 
being used to establish assessment values.  We own farmland in Minnehaha, Kingsbury and Union 
County.  The land we own in Union County is our particular concern. 

We purchased it July 2015 with the understanding that it was placed in the Wetland Reserve Program 
and when our property assessments came in the mail, we were more than surprised at the valuations 
that were assessed which were approximately 30% higher than our purchase price.  We did go through 
the process of disputing the taxes at a commission meeting.  We met with Dr Matthew Elliott at SDSU in 
2017.  We purchased 2 more parcels that optimally connect the property in 2018, which is also in the 
WRP program.  At this time our new parcels came in assessed at over double our purchase price.  This 
land plus our original parcels are for the most part under water 90% of the time but because of soil type 
and ag land classification it is taxed at the high end of Ag productivity.  We have enrolled the acres that 
qualify in the Riparian Buffer Strip program.  Because the land we own is in the WRP, we do not qualify 
for programs that are available to land exactly like ours that is farmed and floods as frequently as ours.  

We enjoy conservation habitat and wildlife sanctuaries, which we have worked hard to enhance and 
would like to have our voice heard in the matters we have brought forth.  I have also attached a letter 
that we sent earlier this year to Governor Kristi Noem.  Thank you. 

Harold and Kristine Goeden 
3501 S River Bluff Rd 
Sioux Falls, SD 57110 
Email: kg800@hotmail.com 
Harold Cell # (605) 366-3139 
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        April 15, 2019 

Dear Governor Kristi Noem, 

Our names are Harold and Kristine Goeden, we live near Sioux Falls, SD and are writing in regard to 
property tax assessments on land we own in Union County, SD.  Our concerns are the current system 
that is used to establish assessment values and the way if affects certain properties. 

In July 2016 we purchased land in Union County along the Big Sioux River.  It had been on the market for 
over a year and we bought it with the knowledge that it was placed in the Wetland Reserve Program in 
1999 by owners previous to the owner we made the purchase from. 

We understood that this land would be considered non-cropland, and when our property assessments 
came in the mail we were more than a little surprised.  The assessments indicate it is cropland and 
amounted to a valuation about 30% higher than our purchase price.  We went through the county 
process of appeal which the board stated the assessed land is based on soil type, not productivity and it 
is considered Ag Land which is also considered cropland.  Our thought is, it was placed in the Wetland 
Reserve Program because of its frequent flooding and crop failures making this program a valid choice 
by taking it out of crop production.  So according to the Wetland Reserve Program this land cannot be 
utilized as cropland for another 80 years, which is why we are questioning the Ag Land status. 

The summer of 2017 we met with Dr. Matthew Elliott from SDSU to present him with our information.  
He was quite interested and took several copies of the information we had gathered for a study he 
was/is involved with for agricultural land production value research with the Department of Revenue. 

Now, we fast forward to 2018 and we’ve purchased 2 more parcels that optimally connect the land 
mentioned above and it too, is in the Wetland Reserve Program.  This time our tax assessment for 2019 
on the new parcels is more than double our purchase price and again assessed as Ag Land (cropland).  
This land plus our land mentioned above is under water about 90% of the time.  The current parcels are 
mainly growing wetland grasses as we can verify by the 3 square grass and cattails in a majority of this 
land. 

We have areas that have qualified for the Riparian Buffer Strip Program, which we have signed up.  We 
are very involved with providing habitat, food plots when we can in this area and also have other farms 
that we have planted in grasses and shelter belts to improve habitat.  We are not against paying taxes, 
but feel the amount of tax assessed on these particular land parcels, indicate that this land is at the top 
of the Ag Land rating and does not seem to line up with the fact that a Wetland Reserve Program is 
being utilized and the history of water and flooding has been recognized by the government itself.  

As we continue with our habitat efforts on our land, we wonder if there is anything the state is 
considering that we could be involved with to correct, what we feel is an unfair assessment valuation 
system. 
Thank you for your consideration, 

Harold and Kristine Goeden 
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