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SENATEBILL NO. 27

AN ACT TO PROHIBIT CERTAIN DIRECT CONFLICTS OF INTEREST BY PUBLIC
OFFICIALS AND TO PROVIDE A PENALTY THEREFOR.

A prison/jail population cost estimate statement hasbeenrequested on SB27 due
tothecreation of anew crime of adirect criminal conflict of interest for public
officials. Any publicofficial who commitsadirect criminal conflict of interest
would be punished under the current theft laws.

SB 27 would allow for any public official who engages in self-dealing to be
punished with a felony under under SDCL chapter 22-30A. The level of the
offense will depend on the value of the funds or property misappropriated;
however anything over onethousand dollarsin value would be punishable by a
felony charge. Current law punishespublic officialsthat engageinself-dealing
withaClass 1l misdemeanor, under SDCL 5-18A-17.4. Inthelast six yearsthere
have been no chargesor convictionsunder SDCL 5-18A-17.4. For that reason it
istheopinion of theLegislative Research Council that theimpact of SB 27 will
be negligible.
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