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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 2017

SENATE BILL NO. 27

AN ACT TO PROHIBIT CERTAIN DIRECT CONFLICTS OF INTEREST BY PUBLIC
OFFICIALS AND TO PROVIDE A PENALTY THEREFOR.

A p r i son / j a i l  popu la t ion  cos t  es t imate  s ta tement  has  been  reques t ed  on  SB27  due
to  the  c rea t ion  o f  a  new c r ime  o f  a  d i rec t  c r imina l  con f l i c t  o f  i n t e res t  fo r  pub l i c
o ff i c i a l s .  Any pub l i c  o ff i c i a l  who  commi t s  a  d i rec t  c r imina l  con f l i c t  o f  i n t e res t
wou ld  be  pun i shed  under  the  cu r ren t  t he f t  l aws .

SB 27  wou ld  a l low fo r  any pub l i c  o ff i c i a l  w h o  engages  in  s e l f -dea l ing  to  be
pun i shed  wi th  a  f e lony under   unde r  S D CL chap te r  22 -30A.  The  l eve l  o f  t he
o ffense  wi l l  depend  on  the  va l u e  o f  t he  funds  o r  p roper ty misappropr i a t ed ;
however  anyth ing  ove r  one  t housand  do l l a r s  i n  va lue  wou ld  be  pun i shab le  by a
fe lony cha rge .  Cur ren t  l aw  pun i shes  pub l i c  o ff i c i a l s  t ha t  engage  in  se l f -dea l ing
wi th  a  C las s  1  misdemeanor,  unde r  SDCL 5-18A-17 .4 .  In  the  l a s t  s ix  yea r s  the re
have  been  no  cha rges  o r  conv ic t ions  unde r  SDCL 5-18A-17 .4 .  Fo r  tha t  r eason  i t
i s  t he  op in ion  o f  t he  Legi s l a t i ve  Resea rch  Counc i l  t ha t  t he  impac t  o f  SB 27  wi l l
be  negl ig ib l e .  
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