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HB 1170 An Act to adopt the uniform law on notarial acts.

HB 1170, as amended by the House Judiciary Committee, amends current state laws regulating
notaries public, and enacts the national Uniform Law Commission's (ULC) Revised Uniform
Law on Notarial Acts.  The bill modernizes notary responsibilities and electronic recording
processes; seeks to promote uniformity among state laws regarding notarial acts; allows the
recognition of notarial acts from other jurisdictions; makes changes to the penalties related to
notary misconduct; and requires a notary to maintain and retain a journal for ten years.

Revised Uniform Law on Notarial Acts in Other States.  Nine states have adopted the Revised
Uniform Law on Notarial Acts, including Colorado, Idaho, Iowa, Montana, North Dakota,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Washington, and West Virginia; six states and the District of Columbia
have legislation pending, including Georgia, Kentucky, Minnesota, New Jersey, South Dakota,
and Vermont. 

Notaries Public in South Dakota.  A notary public is an individual authorized to officially
witness signatures on documents, administer oaths, and certify copies of original documents.  In
South Dakota, the Secretary of State commissions notaries within its General Services division. 
In addition to processing, issuing, and renewing notary commissions, the Secretary of State
maintains a database and website containing information on those who have a current notary
public commission.  The annual application fee for a notary is $30, deposited into the state
general fund.  The maximum fee a notary can charge per paper notarization is $10, except that no
charge can be made for notarizing a request for an absentee ballot.

Changes in Penalties Related to Notary Misconduct.  HB 1170 reduces the penalty from a
Class 1 misdemeanor to a Class 2 misdemeanor for a person who notarizes a document when the
notary is a party to the transaction.  It also creates a Class 2 misdemeanor for a notary who
notarizes a document when the notary's spouse is party to the transaction.  The Legislative
Research Council considers the penalty established by HB 1170 to be an administrative penalty. 
The purpose is to enforce compliance with the provisions to which they adhere.  For this reason,
the impact to the court system is estimated to be negligible.

Estimated Fiscal Impact:
The enactment of HB 1170 will have a nominal on-going fiscal impact on the Secretary of State. 
The Secretary of State anticipates the workload increase, process changes, additional forms and
revision of forms can be handled within its current and projected funding.



Based on a bid received by the Secretary of State's office, the one-time computer programming
costs associated with the enactment of HB 1170 are estimated to be $145,860 as follows:

Notary Database Upgrade and Base Configuration $52,140
Notary Online Configuration   76,120

          $145,860
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